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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
LETTER VI. 
TO“ THE REV. DR.” MILNOR, OF N. Y. 

Sir: Having, in my last address to you con- 

cluded my examination of your story in the 
“ Christian Almanac,’ 1 now come to the far 
more unpleasant part of my duty—that of ar- 
raigning you for having given utterance, in my 
opinion, to a “ piows fraud.” In the Commer- 
cial Advertiser of the 29th of December lest, I 
read an account that Mr. S. B. Hutchings had 
just published a very accurate, engraved por- 
trait of you, which he offered atone dollar per 
eopy. How far that portrait will correspond 
with the one which it has fallen to my lot to 
draw, of the same individual, Iam unable to 
determine ; but certain it is,. that while that 
artist exacts a pecuniary reward for his labors, 
I freely offer to the public you have insulted, 
the result of my exertions, somewhat in the 
same department—and ifmy delineations should 
prove less striking 1 ¢an only plead, in exten- 
uation, that justice has not been done you by 
the publishers of the “ Christian Almanac.” 

It has been justly remarked, by a _philoso- 
pher whose opinions both you and myself are 
bound to respect, “ that whatever renders reli- 
gion more rational, renders it more credible : 
that he who, by a diligent and faithful examina- 
tion of the original records, dismisses from the 
system one article which contradicts the appre- 
hension, the experience, or the reasoning of 
mankind,does more towards recommending 
the belief, and with the belief, the influence of 
christianity, to the understandings and con- 
sciences of serious inquirers, and through them 
to universal reception and authority than can be 
effected by a thousand contenders for creeds and 
érdinances of human establishment.” 

You will not pretend, I presume, that the 
tale you told respecting the killing of a woman 
at Philadelphia, by throwing a tract into her 
garden, was in the least calculated to render re- 
ligion either rational or credible. For what 
purpose, then, must ave conclude you made the 





statement ? The answer is necessarily, from 
the nature of the subject, confined to one point 
—it was, as it appears, to bolster the cause of 
superstition ; anda “pious fraud,” it would 
seem, wus not too heinous, in its character, to 
be employed upon such an occasion. The use 
of these equivocal means have long been pop- 
ular among the leading Catholics of the old 
world, but not, until recently have they been 
much employed, by men of standing in this 
country, if we except the history of pretended 
witchcraft, at Salem, Massachusetts, which 
forms so black a page in the history of the age 
in which it occurred. The reasons which have 
conduced to the prevention are, perhaps, mul- 
tifarious, but still the principal ones must be 
few ; and I think that one single one (assuming 
that there is a reasonable share of virtue still 
extant, among the most opulent, forward and 
clamorous teachers of what is called religion) 
has sufficient weight to prevent the more fre- 
quent use of so highly pernicious means of ad- 
vancement. I allude to the absence of that sw 
perlative degree of turpitude necessary to the 
existence of the fact. The character oft hese“pi- 
ous frauds,” I might deaw myself, but as I have 
itmuch better done at my hand by Paley, in 
his Philosophy, I shall avail myself of bis la- 
bors, by transcribing the passage he has written 
upon the subject. It runs thus : 

“ Pious frauds,-as they are improperly e- 
nough called, pretended inspirations, forged 
books, counterfeit miracles, are impositions of 
a more serious nature. It is possible that they 
may, sometimes, though seldom, have been set 
up and encouraged, with a design to do good: 
but the good they aim at, requires that the 
belief ofthem should be perpetual, which is 
hardly possible; and the detection of the fraud 
is sure to disparage the credit of all preten- 
sions of the same nature. Christianity has 
suffered more injury from this cause, than from 
all other causes put together.” If this picture 
be considered too vivid, let it be remembered 
that the crime of imposing a “ pious fraud” up- 
on a people predisposed (as those who read 
the “ Christian Almanac” most certainly are) 
to religious superstition, is of a character that’ 
cannot, with propriety, be more mildly treated. 

Yours, P. 


FALSE REASONING EXPOSED. 

In the Boston Recorder and Telegraph, far 
Jan. 6th, 1826, an article appeared entitled 
“ Universatism Dispnoven, by a new process 
of reasening.” Ishould not think the “ rea- 
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soning,” if such it may be called, worth a reply, more to say ; and until such evidence is pros 


had I not heard it boasted by some of the ad- 
mirers of the Recorder, that it was unanswera- 
ble, and had silenced all the Universalists in 
this State. 

It is obvious from the course which the wri- 
ter has pursued, in the above named article, he 
is sensible that all the exertions of the ortho- 
dox heretofore made, to support the doctrine 
of endless, unmerciful punishment, have failed ; 
on which account he has adopted a new course 
of reasoning. Hence, the candid reader can- 
not fail to discover, that the old fashioned rea- 
soning, or, more properly, sophistry, by which 
the impartial grace of God has been opposed, 
is. about to be abandoned ; and “a new pro- 
cess” is tv be chalked out, though, as will soon 
appear, it is, if possible, more fallacious and in- 
conclusive than the former. 

The remarks are headed by Isaiah iv. 7.— 
From this and several other texts, the writer 
proves what every man is willing to allow, viz. 
“that God will bestow pardon upon the truly 
penitent.” He says, “It is the opinion of ma- 
ny that all mankind are sinners, and must re- 

ent, and finally will be brought to repentance, 

his, I readily admit, is what real Universalists 
believe and maintain ; and to this, I shail prin- 
cipally confine my remarks ; because, the wri- 
ter has said many other things, which have no 
more connexion with Universalism, than with 
the doctrige of the Alkoran. But the opposer 


of truth undertakes to prove, that all men 


would not be saved, even if they were to be- 
come truly penitent ! And how does he proceed ? 
Why, it is by the “ new process of reasoning,” 
that “God offers pardon to the truly penitent !” 
This réasoning is new indeed! It is arule which 
will work both ways, as the common saying is. 
Thus—aAll men cannot be saved, because God 
has offered pardon to the penitent; neither 
could they be saved, if he had not offered it! !— 
But such sophistry is too weak and _puerile to 
be made the subject of sober refutation. If 
any are so blind as not to discover its fallacy, 
it will be vain to ‘attempt to open their eyes by 
fair and conclusive reasoning. Every one must 
discover that, if the God of the spirits of all 
flesh should bring all men to repentance and 
pardon them, that ail would be saved, and of 
course, the doctrine of endless torment must 
be given up, and Universalism prove true, 

But, it is argued, that,if God rewards men 
according to their works, they cannot be par- 
doned. Well,suppose we allow it; it only 
proves the Bible is not true ! For there is no 
doctrine more fully taught in that"good book, 
than that “ God will reward every man accor- 
ding to his works.” Hence, ifno sinner can 
be rewarded according to his works, and yet be 
pardoned ; then, no sinner can be pardoned, 
and the offer in the text isa mere insult upon 
misfortune. If the opposer will produce a pas- 
sage of scripture, which states, that God can- 
not, or does not, punish a sinner so as to hum- 
bjc him, and yet pardon his iniquities, I have no 





duced, the above statement is unanswered. Our 
author cannot claim originality, at least, in one 
respect. He makes statemeais, for which he 
dues not pretend to offer a word of scriptural 
proof, and reasons from them as if they were in- 
disputable facts. But in this he pursues the 
same “process,” which all the opposers of 
truth have done, from time immemorial. Why 
did he not prove by scripture, that “God _pro- 
poses to pardon the penitent, or, in other words, 
to exempt those who are penitent, from liabili- 
ty to suffer the due reward of their deeds ?”— 
The reason is evident ; he could not prove it. 
“* God renders to every man aecording to his 
works,” is the express declaration of scripture ; 
and he that denies it, contradicts the word of 
God. IfGod has proposed to exempt men 
from being liable to be rewarded according to 
their deeds, let it be shown. But this cannot 
be done. 

Joseph’s brethren were “ verily guilty” for sel- 
ling him into Egypt—they were severely pun- 
ished and humbled. But this did not hinder 
their being pardoned, and reconciled to him, 
on the most god-like principles. Now Jesus 


Christ is our spiritual Joseph, exalted to be a 


Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and 
remission of sins, for the salvation of the world. 
The scriptures speak of saving men from sin— 
not from unmerciful puhishment. Christ _re- 
veals Ged to the soul, as “a just God and Sav- 
iour,” who never was the enemy of a soul he 
made. The sinner then becomes humbled in 
the dust under a sense of past sins against the 
law of love; the enmity of his heart is removed 
—he is brought to love God, and consequently 
experience his pardon or reconciliation in the 
soul. Thus God pardons him by the manifes- 
tation of his,own nature, or by shedding abroad 
his love in the heart. This is the only kind of 
rate which will render the soul holy and 

appy.« The prodigal son was miserable and 
wretched, while he pursued a course of sin ; but 
when he became penitent he experienced _par- 
don and saving mercy. The punishment which 
he had endured, as the consequence of having 
abused the blessings of God, so far from pre- 
venting or hindering his being forgiven, wasa 
means employed to produce it. But I willnot 
enlarge on the subject, as the whole testimony 
of scripture goes to prove and enforce the doc- 
tre which I have here maintained. 

The writer of the “new process of reasou- 
ing” has also taken it for granted, that there is 
no difference between the penitent and impeni- 
tent, unless they are severally rewarded to all 
eternity, for acts performed in this world, He 
says, “From what temporal punishment are the 
penitent exempted, more than the impenitent? 
So far as temporal things are concerned, “ all 
things come alike to all.” Though such “ rea- 
soning” is not‘ new’ with the orthodox, still it 
is false, and highly licentious in its tendency.— 
Itis opposed to the express declarations of 
scripture, which state that “there is no peace 
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to the wicked ;” but that “ in keeping the com- 
mandments, there is great reward :” yea, “ a 
peace have they, that love thy law.” They 
who repent and believe, “ rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.” That man must 
be a stranger to experimental religion, who 
does not know that whilst the impenitent “are 
in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity,” 
the truly penitent are happy in the liberty, 
wherewith Christ has made them free, and find 
it their meat and drink to follow his holy pre- 
cepts. The writer in the Recorder must stand 
convicted of error, by the experience of every 
true christian on earth, ofevery denomination ; 
for every one knows, that holiness is vastly pref- 
erable to sin, on account of the present peace 
and consolation, which it affords, even if there 
were no hereafter existence. Yes,even wicked 
men themselves do not pretend thata sinful 
course has made them happy. I am sorry to see 
the orthodox papers teeming with the doctrine 
of the lewd seducer, who is represented by Solo- 
mon as saying, “ Stolen waters are sweet, and 
bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” Let me, to 
conclude, assure every one deceived thereby, 
that it is false and injurious ; and all who act 
on that principle will find, even here, that the 
guests, at such a banquet, “ arein the depths of 
hell.” , REASON, 
Christian Intelligencer. 
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AN ADDU EsS 10 YOUNG PEOPLE. 

Respected Friends: The man who could address 
vou from any other motive than a desire to promote 
our welfare in life and your happiness in the hour of 
death, would he a monster indeed: For every heart 
susceptible of kindly emotions must feel a deep inter- 
estin the promotion of your rational enjoyment. Un- 
willing, as I am, to believe, that the heart which dic- 
iates this address is influenced by any motives in the 
tcast hostile to your prosperity and peace, I enter up- 
on the undertaking with the hope, that whatever 
may be the result of this essay, you will consider me 
the friend of all those addressed. You may be told 
that my design is bad, and that I desire to jnsinuate 
nto your minds those seeds of error, which, if left to 
germinate, will seal your everlasting perdition; but 
I beg of yuu to believe, until Iam proved guilty, that 
the writer of this article would rather endure al- 
most any torment himself, than towitness the present 
or final distress of those comparatively innocent indi- 
viduals, to whose susceptible hearts he now appeals. 
You, my young friends, have as yet, but entered 
upon the threshold of life. The joys and innocent 
pleasures of existence you may have tasted, but it is 
not to be expected, that even such pleasures can be 
fully realized until the bitterness of more mature 
years shall have prepared your hearts for their enjoy- 
ment. As yet you have but tasted the sweets of life, 





unembittered by the anxieties and perplexing cares 
of riper years, and perhaps, unmarred by the painful 
recollection of faults and inadvertences heretofore 
committed. But if it be now yourpleasant lot, to en. 
joy the sweets of conscious innocence, you are nev- 
ertheless exposed to innumerable temptations, calcu 
lated at once to lead you astray, and to inflict those 
wounds, which nothing short of the balm of Gilead can 
heal. It may be said of your present condition, that 
you are now in the paradise of life, surrounded hy 
many pleasures; but to swerve from the strict rules 
of prudence or propriety, would, perhaps, make an 
end of your usefulness, your virtue, and your earthly 
enjoyment. Your present state is forcibly represen- 
ted by that of our first parents. They, when placed 
in the garden of primeval innocence, were happy in 
their purity, and blessed by the rich exuberance of 
the loving kindness of their Creator, but were never- 
theless, exposed to tlie allyrements of the wily distur- 
ber of their peace, and at length precipitated to the 
depths of moral distress. One false step intlicted the 
deep and lasting wound of sin, the pains of which,. 
stibsequent rectitude might in some measure allevi- 
ate, but which could not be entirely healed by the 
skill of earthly beings. Your case is quite similar to 
theirs. The untried scenes of future life doubtless 
appear, to you, to possess the richest attractions, and 
your opening minds, and lively imaginations, are ac- 
customed to dwell with delight on the rich varieties 
of enjoyment to be gathered from the years of matur- 
ity, so fondly desired, and so confidently expected.— 
But the hand that attempts with too much eagerness 
to pluck the rose, is often wounded by the thorn that 
protects the frail but enticing flower; and it too often 
happens, that in the rash pursuit of happiness, the in. 
experienced tnisiake the road to misery for that of 
wisdom and peace. 

A sense of your liability to be deceived, bas led me 
to this undertaking, and having been persuaded thut 
you are constantly exposed to many temptations, I 
have been excited to an attempt to warn you of those 
dangers that attend your outset and progress in life, 
with a view to prevent your falling a prey, to the de- 
lusive vanities of the world, or becoming victims to 
credulity, ignorance, or deception. If 1 succeed in 
pointing out those errors and faults to which you are 
or may be exposed, my reward will be secured in the 
happiness of those addressed; and even should the 
aitempt be productive of no good consequences, the 
uprigbtness of my intentions will afford me a degree 
of satisfaction sufficient to sustain me under any tri- 
als that may be awarded by your neglect of my ad- 
monitions. I shall atiempt, to apprize you of three 
evils that are peculiarly calculated to lead the youth- 
ful mind from the path of wisdom. 


The first to be noticed is ignorance. The human 
miad.is susceptible of great improvement, but if suf- 
fered to remain in an uncultivated state in early life, 
will produce those noxious weeds which time and fu- 
ture experience will hardly be able to eradicate.— 
Pride, arrogance, and vaniiy, lien usurp dornin- 
ion over the upcultivated wiiod, aud frequently sub- 
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ject every fcculty of the soul to a state of perpetual 
bondage. A knowledge of men and things, should 
therefore be acquired in early life, in order to pre 
vent, those deleterious consequences, which must ne. 
cessarily attend the ignorant to their latest years.— 
Norcan the necessary information be obtained in a 
moment. Knowledge can cnly be acquired by assid- 
uous application to study and reflection; and he who 
would persuade you that either moral, practical, or 
religious knowledge can be acquired from the erpe- 
rience of a day, a week ora month, may be suspecied 
ofsome design upon ycur happiness. For *‘ since the 
ceasing of the oracles,” and the cessation of miracles, 
we may not expect the fruits of labor unless we use 
the means. It would be a rare circumstance indeed | 
to behold the transformation of an ignorant block- 
head into a consummate mathematician by a momen- 
tary illumination of the mind; and a thing equally 
strange, to see a biblical igcoramus metamorphosed 
into a teacher of christian ethicks in the twmkling of 
aneye. If, therefore, you would avoid that pride 
and self-conceit, which,when seen in another, excite 
your disgnst, seek for knowledge with patient and 
persevering assidnity, and never be coutent with the 
opinions of others, until you have investigated them 
with candor and impartiality. By so doing you will 
save your friends from the mortification of witnessing 
your exposure to the. merited sneers of the world, 
and yourselves frem the ridiculous conditicn of those 
who are wise in their own eyes, but fools in the esti- 
mation of men of sense. 


Another danger, to which you are constantly ex- 


posed, is that of being led astray by the fervor of your 
imaginations. It often so happens, that inexperien- 
ced young people anticipate much that never is to be 
realized on earth. Life, often appears to possess 
those attractions which a glowing and vigorous ima~ 
gination would conceive to be desirable. The ficti” 
tious ornaments of romance are often applied to the 
cold realitics of life, and hence the comparatively vir- 
tuous man, is sometimes elevated in the imagination, 
to the exalted station of impeccability, while another 
who may be less perfect, but not entirely vicious, is 
held in utter abhorrence. These extremes should 
be carefully avoided ; and while we condemn the vice 
of cur neighbor, we should semember that hie may 
possess some good and commendable qualities; and 
while we commend the virtues of a friend, we should 
bear in mind, that perfection is not an earthly quali- 
fication. In the choice ofa religion, the same dan. 
ger may attend your path. Being free from hypoc- 
risy yourselves, and ignorant of its arts and delusive 
appearances, the man who apprcaches you under its 
mask, may be considered as a rare sample of chris- 
tian humility, while in reality the poison of asps is 
under his lips, and cursing and bitterness are in his 
mouth. The pretences of mankind should never be 
received as positive proof of holiness or sincerity ; and 
while you cuJtivate an extensive charity,you may pru- 
dently wait for the convincing evidence of good works. 
You may have admired the purity and holiness of our 
Saviour; and the youthful mind will almost expect to 





find the same distinguishing characteristics in his pro- 
fessed followers, but such expectations willnever be 
fully realized on earth. 

Hence, lastly ; another danger to which the young 
aod inexperienced are exposed, is that of being led 
astray by those who * seem to be religious!” The wi- 
ly hypocrite is fully convinced of the fact, that youtl- 
ful minds are susceptible of aimost any impressions, 
and therefore will generally select such as his intend- 
ed victims. His pretences will always be plausible, 
and his stratagems carefully concealed under the 
garb of sanctity. Knowing the tenderness of the 
youthful heart, he may attempt to excite unnecessa- * 
ry and distressing fears. Perhaps the Lord will be 
represented as more unrelcnting than the king of ter- 
rors, and less loving than the children ofmen. He 
may represent you, my young friends, as being the 
objects of cternal hatred; but he will be ever careful 
to give you to understand that had fe the power he 
would most certainly save you. This crafty plan is 
peculiarly calculated to lead you astray. Your up- 
suzpecting hearts will be led to admire the benevo- 
lence of the individual who interposes between you 
and an angry tyrant, and it is probable that you may 
be led to worship the creature more than the Crea- 
tor. The very prayers of the hypocrite may be tak- 
en as evidence of his superior regard for your wel- 
fare, and you will find it extremely difficult to call in 
question the purity of his motives, although at the 
same time it may be apparent (o others, that he puts 
himselfin the place of God, while expressing his de- 
sires for your deliverance from the ‘ vindictive justice’ 
of his Deity. Being’desirous to promote your pres- 
ent happiness, and being fully persuaded that our 
Creator will secure your eternal peace. J will close 
this address by furnishing you with an infallible cri- 
terion by which to detect the hypocrisy of every pre- 
tender,and thereby secure to yourselves thal ratioval 
peace which can only be produced bya constant 
sense of the’superiority of thé’ Goodness of Heaven. 
Whenever any person pretends to have more solicutudr 
for your welfare in clernity than the Almighty, you 
may rest assured that he ws either too 1gnorant of God 
to instruct you, ex loo designing and hypocritical lo 
deserve your confidence or merit your esteem. 











MISCELLANEOUS. 


PROPOSALS 
For publishing by subscription, 

I, An Inguiry into the scriptural doctrine 
concerning the Devil and Satan. 

II, An Inquiry into the extent of duration, 
expressed by the terms olim, aion, and aionion, 
rendered everlasting, forever, &c. in the com- 
mon version, and especially when applied to 
punishment. 

BY WALTER BALFOUR. 
In the first of these Inquiries, the chief ob- 





ject of the author has been to ascertain, If Sa- 


tan, or the Devil is a fallen angel or real being? 
If not, what is the meaning of the sacred writ- 
ers, in all the various texts where thesg words 
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occur ? The following is a brief statement ad 
its contents. 

Sec. I The common opinions entertaine-}| 
of the Devil and Satan, briefly stated. 

Sec. II. Remarks on Genesis 3, showing | 
that the serpent which deceived Eve was) nota | 
fallen angel. 

Sec. Hl. All the texts in the Old Testa- 
ment, where the original word Satan occurs, 
considered, 

Sec. IV. The opiaion, that the Devil or 
stan is a real being, with other connected o- 
ns, shown to have their origin in heathen- 


> 
s 


VY. Allthe passages in the New Testa- 

ment where the term Satan occurs, considered. 

Sec. Vi. All the passages where. the origi- 

diabotis, or devil is used, considered. ° 

Sec. VIL. All the passages considered in 

which the terms Devil and Satan are both used 
by the sacred writers synonimously, 

Sec. VILL. All the texts considered, where 
the Devil is supposed to be called’the evil one, 
the tempter, the great dragon, the serpent, and 
old serpent, the prince of this world, the prince 
of the power of the air, and the god of this 
world. 

Sec. IX. Fact’ stated, showing that the 
Devil is not a fallen angel, or real being. 

Sec. X. Objections considered. 

Sec. XI. Concluding remarks, pointing out 
the evils which have arisen from the common 
opinions entertained of the Devil and Satan. 


Q il term 


The principal object of the author. in the 
second Inquiry has been, to notice in what 
way the sacred writers use the terms olim, aion, 
and aionion, and to examine particularly all 
the texts where any of them apply these terms 
to punishment. 


Sec. I. All the texts noticed where olim oc- 
curs in the Old Testament, but is rendered by 
words which do not express or imply eternal 
duration. 

Sect. II. All the pas$ages noticed where 
olim is used, and rendered by words which 
convey the idea of endless duration. 

Sec. II. All the texts where olim occurs, is 
rendered by words which convey the idea of 
endless duration, and applied to punishment 
particularly considered. 

Sec. IV, General remarks on aion and aie- 
niun, as in the New Testament. 

Sec. V. All the places noticed where’ aion 
and atonivn are rendered ages, course, never, 
forever, evermore, eternal, everlasting, but 
which have no relation to punishment. 

Sec. VI. All the. places where aion and aio- 
nion are rendered world, considered. 

Sec. VII. Allthe places where aion or aio- 
nion are used to express the duration of punish- 
ment, particularly considered, in whatever way 
rendered in the common version. 

Sec. VIII. Concluding remarks on olim, aion, 
and aionion, throughout the Bible, whether ap- 
plied to God, to life, or punishment. 


CONDITIONS. 
The work shall be handsomely printed ina 
2mo. volume, containing sbetween 350 and 

400 pages, and will be delivered to subscribers 
at $1 in boards, or $1 25° bound. Persons 
becoming accountable for siz copies, can re~ 
ceive a seventh gratis. The work will be put 
to press in May next, if it Shall then appear 
that a sufficient number of copies are subserib- 
ed for barely to cover the expense. If not, it 
will be abandoned. Those te whom subscrip- 
tion papers are sent, are respectfully requested 
to return an account of the number of subscrib- 
crs obtained, during May next, to the author, 

Charlestown, ( Mass.) Feb. 20, 1826. 

(c= Subscriptions for the above work ré- 
ceived at this office. 


_ PERSECUTION. 

Persecution has been the common loi of all 
denominations, in their first establishment, 
since the creation of the world. Christ and his 
apostles were called to encounter the most de- 
termined opposition, to saffer the loss of all! 
things, even the loss of their lives. Language is 
inadequate to describe the sufferings which 
each denomination has been called to experi- 
ence, as it arose. Each has been proscribed, 
censured, and persecuted, by those who could 
not accede to the truth of their doctrine. The 
inquisitorial court has beem founded, the rack 
and torture;and ie auto de fe invented. 

When the cel¢brated Wickliff, Dottor and 
Professor of Divinity in the University of Ox- 
ford, a man of enterprising genius, and extraor- 
dinary learning, presumed to attack the juris- 
diction of the pope, and the bishops, and to de- 
clarethat penance had no’sert of merit in the 
sight of God, unless followed with a reformed 
life, and that external confessions were not ne- 
cessary to salvation ; who presumed to ex- 
claim against indulgences, prayers to the saints, 
the celibacy of the clergy, the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation, monastic vows, &c. a flood of 
persecution was poured in upon him ; and af- 
ter the venerable sire had departed and his re- 
mains were deposited in the noiseless and ray- 
Jess receptacle of the dead, the sacred‘ reposi- 
tory was violated, and the bones of a Wickliff 
were taken from the silent shade of the grave 
and consigned to the flames. 

When the immortal Luther, the celebrated 
reformer, who possessed an invincible magna- 
nimity, and an uncommon vigor and acuteness 
of genius, having taken a distaste at the indu!- 
geneés which were granted in 1517, by Pope 
Leo X. to those who contributed towards fin- 
ishing St. Peter’s Church at Rome: those fa- 
mous indulgences, which administered remiss- 
ion of all sins, past, present, and to come, how- 
ever enormovs their nature, to all those who 
wererich enough to purchase them—lI say, 
when ‘this illustrious character presumed to 
raise his warning voice, and expose the doc- 
trine of indulgences,and to question the infal- 





libility of his Holiness, anathemas in torrents 





86 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 





rolled from every aga and the thunders of 
persecution, peal after peal, assailed him on ev- 
ery side. 

When Michael Servetus presumed to differ 
in opinion from John Calvin, and publicly to 
avow his sentiments; and who boldly main- 
tained that no man ought to be prosecuted, like 
a criminal, for any doctrinal point, he was taken 
by the rude hands of Calvin, and consigned to , 
a slow fire made of green withes, to render his 
sufieyings more poignant; in which situation 
this unhappy man expired. 

Oh! the heart of him that devoted this 
wretched victim to sheets of flame, must have 
been a stranger to God and. religion ; as hard 
as adamant ; as unfeeling as a block of marble; 
as cruel as the grave. , 

When the dissenters seceded from the Church 
of England, they were at once enveloped in a | 
flood of persecution; refused that assistance 
which true charity and christian benevolence 
would not refuse, and were driven to distant 
and inhospitable climes. On the very shores 
on which we now stand, they sought an asy- | 





that character is, may be learnt from those who 
persecuted Chirist and his apostles. They were 
the self-righteous Pharisees. Brethren of the 
Abrahamic faith, by whom are you persecuted, 
but by modern Pharisees, who think themselves 
righteous and despise others ? By whom are 
you reproached but by those, who think that 
it becomes such holy people as_ themselves, to 
stand aloof from the ungodly world ; and who, 
therefore, address you in action, if notin word, 
inthe following manner: “ Stand by thyself, 
come not near me; for I am holier than thou!” 
By whom are you proscribed as infidels, but by 
those who make sad their countenances, dis- 
figure their faces, bow down their backs, and 
afflict their souls ? who pray long and fre- 
quently, when men can bear them, after this 
manner—* God, we thank thee, that we are 
not like other people ?”” who murmur when we 
preach, that those whom they think not so de- 
serving as themselves, will cordially be re- 
ceived into heaven? You are persecuted by. 
those, who, according to their own account, are 
better than others, for the following reasons, 


lum from the ravages of bloody persecution.— | viz.—They. belong to the church—attend con- 
But, no sooner was the religion which they had , ference meetings—fast, if not thrice a week, 
established, called in question, than, as though | once a year, which is oftener than their wicked 
the persecutions they had endured were en-/ neighbors fast—they pay tithes of all they pos- 
tirely forgotten, they became outrageous at the | sess, or, what amounts to pretty much the same, 
idea, and vomited forth flames of persecution, | contribute liberally, both rags @ad money, to 
ten fold more dreadful than that from which , the support offoreign missions: and they might 
they had escaped! A Roger Williams, and ‘add, with propriety, we are scrupalous in ob- 
his associates, are banished, and compelled, in serving almost all the traditions which 
the unpleasant season of, winter, to seek a ref- have been borrowed and handed down from 


uge in a neighboring state, then a wilderness, heathen mythology, from time immemorial.— 
and uninhabited, but by the uncivilized aborig- Chr. Tel. 
ines; and the earth is.crimsoned with the blood | 

of Baptists and Quakers, Such was the perse- : The following extract is from “a Letter from 


a Blacksmith, to the Ministers and elders of 
the church of Scotland, written at Inverary, 
in 1758.” Although it is not to be suppo- 
sed that the author was endowed with aspirit 
of prophecy that enabled him to delineate 
the fashions of the nineteenth century, or 
that his production was designed for this me- 
ridian, yet it is so well calculated for applica- 
tion at present, in this community, that 
we give it a place—Ed. Gos. Adv. 


cuting spirit of those whom we have heen 
taught to call the pious angestors of New Eug- 
land ! 

When the sainted. Murgay presumed to raise 
his warning voice against the doctrine of end- 
less misery, and to question the. infallibility of 
orthodoxy—when he refused to worship the 
image which the wisdom of this world had set 
up—when he fearlessly presumed to preach 
Christ as the Saviour of all men, anathemas 
were thundered from almost every pulpjt in 
America: persecution rolled in torrents, the 
finger of scorn was pointed, abuse and con-; And as these occasions make our people lay 
tumely were dealt out by wholesale ; he was, too greata stress upon the outward means, 
indeed, “ made a gazing stock, both by re-, while they neglect the great end of all religion, 
proaches and afilictions.” It is true, and God ' I mpan to better the heart, andreform the con- 
be praised, that modern persecutoss do not pos-' duct; so they raise contentions, heart burnings, 








sess that civil power, with which their prede- | 
cessors were invested, which would be produc- | 
tive of former scenes of cruelty ; they cannot 
now sacrifice upon the wheel of torture, thrust 
men, women and children down the precipice, ' 
nor roast in glowing flames ; yet they can, and 
do show, in every feature, Ps nd in ev-; 
ery looky what they would.do had. they the 
power. 
The character of persecutors has been much 
the same, in all ages of the world; and what | 
4 . 





envy and factions among our clergy, while they 
contend for popularity, vie with one another 
who shall convene the greatest crowd, and 
work up the mob to the highest pitch of enthu- 
siasm; and they often succeed so well, that 
they bring the weak and ignorant, to the very 
brink of downright madness. I have seen 
scenes of this nature that had much more of the 
fury of the baechanalian, than the calm, serious, 
sincere devotion of achristian sacrament. It 
is here that the ministers.display that false elo- 
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quence which catches the crowd, and consists 
in a strong voice,a melancholy tone, and thun- 
dering out atrandom, damnation, death and 
hell, fire and flames, devils, darkness and gnash- 
ing of teeth ; and any one who has good lungs, 
and can borrow the beggar’s cant, and the mer- 
ry andrew’s action, may become very. popular, 
and make a great figure at an occasion ; forthe 
contention there, is not who shall reason most 
justly, deliver most gracefully, or direct their 
discourse in the best manner for bettering the 
heart and reforming the manners of the audi- 
ence; but who shall appear most frantic, cry 
loudest, speak with the deepest, strangest, and 
most hollow tone; and be most wrapt up in 
‘' mystery and scholastic terms. Ihave known 
these qualifications make nonsense triumph 
over sense, ignorance be preferred to learning ; 
and incoherent, unintelligible, nay, contradic- 
tory rhapsodies, be received with admiration 
by the gazing crowd ; while plain, learned and 
pious sermons, delivered with a becoming mod- 
esty and gravity, have been preached almost to 
the empty pews. 

STATE OF THE CHURCHES IN PHIL- 

ADELPHIA. 

After much strife and contention, and the 
éxcommunication of about forty members, in- 
cluding the five senior deacons, the Second 
Street Baptist Church in this city have finally 
agreed to employ William T. Brantley, of Au- 
gusta, Georgia, to be their Pastor, witha sala- 


ry of two thousand six hundred dollars per an- 
num, Sixteen hundred dollars of this sum he 
is to have for preaching, and the remainimg one 
thousand dollars is guaranteed tohim from a 


school, This is perhaps-the largest salary re- 
ceived by any Baptist preacher in the United 
States; and it sufficiently shows that the Gos- 
pel has become an article of merchandise a- 
mongst the Baptists as well as among Presby- 
terians and Episcopalians. 

Great advancements are made in this day, 
not in piety but in high salaries to preachers.— 
Indeed, to undertake to get to heaven by the 
modern fashionable way of belonging to some 
sect, and paying a priest, is quite an expensive 
business ; and after all it must fail tobring those 
there who place their dependance on it. 

The Presbyterian congregation in Thirteenth 
Street have renounced the power and jurisdic- 
tion of the Presbyterian Sanhedrim, and now 
stand in the same relation to that body as Mr. 
Duncan’s congregation at Baltimage, and Mr. 
M’Lean’s at Gettysburgh. A mandate was is- 
sued by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church, 
and delivered by two clergymen to Mr. Cham- 
bers, the Pastor at Thirteenth Street, ordering 
him to suspend his preaching and care of that 
ehurch. But the congregation rebelled against 
the authority of the Synod, and determined to 
retain Mr. Chambers for their minister, and so 
the higher powers in the Presbyterian church 
are left to ruminate on the refractory spirit of 
their subjects, and see them withdraw from wn- 








der their standard. ‘This congregation, like 
that at Baltimore and Gettysburg, reject all 
human creeds and confessions, considering the 
Bible a more certain and superior guide to faith 
and practice. We understand forty new mem- 
bers were added to this congregation at their 
last communion, and thirty on a similar occa- 
sion preceding it. 

There appears also to be rather a’ shaking 
among the “ dry bones” in the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this city ; and two Episcopal 
publications, with conflicting views and inter- 
ests, are now issued in this place of once broth- 
erly love, but now religious strife and conten- 
tion. By the bye, the warm contention in the 
Friends’ Society of this city is by no means a- 
bated. The rulers of the synagogues seem dis- 
posed to carry matters with a high hand, and 
cast out all those who are not sound in the faith, 
or that withstand their authority ;. and these 
on the other hand, are not willing to submit to 
their dictation, and be thrown over the wall, 
while they are equally as good, and think they 
have as much reason and scripture for their 
faith as those who have proscribed them. How 
matters will end, time must determine. So far 
as these struggles tend to bring down spiritual 
tyranny and arbitrary rule, and restrain arro- 
gant assumptions over the rights and conscien- 
ces of others, the true christian will rejoice in 
them. For freedom from all restraint in doing 
good, and in the exercise of opinion and judg- 
ment in matters pertaining to religion, is the 
privilege of all—and especially of those whom 
Christ has made free, and who have taken Him 
for their guide and teacher.—Reformer. 


ANECDOTE. 

Several years since, a gentleman by the name 
of L. removed from Massachusetts to New- 
York. He became, sometime after his remo- 
val thither, a professor of the Universalist 
Doctrine. After this had taken place, he visi- 
ted a neighboring town, and attended the Uni- 
versalist Association. A pious orthodox dea- 
con from a distance, and with whom Mr, L. 
had some acquaintance, accidentally happening 
at the same time, in the same place, and find- 
ing Mr. L. there en such a dangerous business, 
was so much concerned and affected at the 
circumstance, that after they had both return- 
ed home, he actually performed a journey of 
thirty miles, to see Mr. L. and to expostulate 
with him, on his heretical and dangerous be- 
lief. Being kindly received by his friend, and 
disclosing the object of his mission, a friendly 
conference ensued, and after several hours’ in- 
vestigation, it appeared that the principal dif- 
ference between them was, that Mr. L. believed 
a doctrine true, that the Deaconearnestly pray- 
ed might be so. 

The conference having ended, without ef- 
fecting Mr. L’s conversion, he invited the Dea- 
con to examine a Universalist Hymn Book.— 
This he did, and was highly pleased with its 
contents, Mr. L. then informed him, he had 
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a Universalist Bible. Here his curiosity was 
excited, and he requested Mr. L. to read some 
passages from it. He accordingly took itdown, 
and having read a considerable number of,pas- 


sages from it, asked the Deacon’s opinion of it. | 


The reply was, Your Hymn Book, I like very 
well; your Bible, Ido not like at all; and I 
advise you to lay it aside. Mr. L’s gravity 
could hold out no longer, and not to offend the 
goad man, he left the room. After he had 


gone out, the Deacon asked Mrs. L, how long | 


they had had that pernicious book in the house 
and where it came from. Judge his confusion 
end astonishment, when told it was a good old 
family Bible, given her at her marriage by her 
pious father, many years ago.— Uni, Mag. 


Effects of a visionary religion on the pious 
Cowper’s mind.—“ The progress of his malady 
was natural, So long as the state of bodily 
health produced light and happy sensations, his 
conversation was followed by experiences full 
ef comfort. But strength of mind was consum- 
ed, never to be regained, in a vain attempt to 
keep up this spiritual'\revelry. The stimulous, 
which at first was found sufficient to produce 
the desired effect, required to be augmented as 
the novelty wore off, and the imaginatien got 
jaded. Then astrife and agony of spirit be- 
came more and more necessary to produce the 
feelings of inspiration. Even these resources 
at last failed. ‘If the illustration be allowable, 
the brilliant light, the ravishing music, and the 


exquisite perfume could stimulate no lenger, 
This excessive and prolonged excitement was 
followed by disease of the body, and exhaus- 
tion of :nind; the spirits of the poor visionary 
sank, and his religious comforts ceased alto- 


gether. Then became apparent another, alas ! 
an enduring evil consequence of his previous 
exstacies, His mind, long habituated to con- 
sidér them as pledges of God’s special favor, 
and of his own election and call to salvation, 
when they were withdrawn, or, to speak more 
correctly, when a state of strong excitement 
was succeeded by exhaustation, considered it- 
self rejected of God, fallen from grace, and 
given up to » reprobate spirit. From this time 
to the day of his death, the deep gloom of set- 
tled despair hung over him, and he was haunted 
with pining regrets after spiritual blessings 
which he believed himself to have enjoyed, ac- 
companied with convictions that they were 
never to be restored, and with a soul-withering 
horror of eternal damnation.”—Quarterly Re- 
view. 
THE MORAL VALUE OF AN ACTION, 
The degree of virtue in a given action should 
be universally estimated by the supposed ex- 
cellence of the motive. Also the degree of vice 
should be estimated by the supposed meanness 
or malignity of the motive. ‘The same extern- 
al act may be either more or less virtuous, more 
or less vicious, 0, perfectly indifferent, and des- 
titute of all moral quality, in exact proportion 
to the moral value of the motive. As for in- 


stance, a person delivers his purse into the 
hands of another. It is required to determine 
the moral value of the action. 

1, Itwas a child delivering up his toy: it 
was an idiot, or lunatic, parting with that, the 
value of which it was incapable of judging, 
Reason was wanting ; the action has no moral 
quality. 

2. It was yielded to superior force. Volition 
is wanting, and consequently moral quality. 

3. It was given voluntarily, but without in- 
| Clination or design, good or bad ; it was the 
| act of pure free will. The supposition is im- 
possible ; but if true, the action wanting mo- 
tive, would be destitute of moral quality. 

4, It was delivered as a bride for the com- 
mission of a crime. The motive is detestable 
and the action proportionably vicious. 

5. It was the promised reward of a crime 
committed. The motive is still base and the 
action is vicious, though perhaps not in so great 
a degree. 

6. It was delivered to a highwayman under 
the impression of terror. The motive is inno- 
cent ; the action is neither virtuous nor vicious, 

7. It was the payment ofa just debt. The 
motive is virtuous ; the action laudable. 

8. It was given to charity, but from a motive 
of ostentation. The motive is contemptible 
and such likewise is the action. 

9. It was given from compassion, but with 
out discretion. ‘The motive is moderately 
good, and the action proportionably such. 

10. It wasgiven by benevolence under the 
direction of prudence. The dignity of the ac- 
tion rises with the dignity of the motive- 

11. It was the gift of benevolence, guided 
by discretion, and animated.with piety. 

This combination of the best motives con- 
stitutes the actioh in the highest degree virtu- 
ous.—Pinnock’s Mental Phil. 


| 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
EVENING HYMN. 

Let all my tuneful powers combine, 

And aid my grateful heart in song 
To him, who in yon worlds doth shine, 

And rolls their splended orbs along, 
With order’s grandest, noblest sway, 

That not the least that claims to be, 
And asks existence but a day 

But is a world, and full of thee. 


O teach my heart, in silent song, 
To praise thy all sustaining love, 
Yhat bound of being’s countless throng 
Thy changeless law to all that move; 
For nought soe rand, sublime or fair, 
But owns thy kind creating care, 
And nought, though small as thought can prove, 
That e’er escapes thy changeless love. 


Then teach this erring heart of mine, 
In beauty’s purest robes to shine ; 
O lead my thoughts frem death’s cold blight. 
To wander through yon worlds of light :— 
| Enlarged to soar beyond the spheres 
| Of circling suns and rolling years, 
A kindred spirit taught of thee, 
To shine through all eternity. —FLORIO. 








